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The Invasion of Calvinism

Rear Admiral Joseph H. Miller

A Southern Baptist deacon (56 years), and a Sunday School teacher (35 years)

This is an unsolicited personal and open letter to Southern Baptists paid for from my own income and is noted on my blog:  www. baptistbiblicalbeliefs.typepad.com

Beware of the resurgence of Calvinism. Don’t be lackadaisical (no spirit, no life, no zest). Take a stand. Time magazine recently listed 10 ideas of their editors that are changing the world.  Most of these ideas seem to be changing the world for the worst. One of these was the New Calvinism, which they did not define. Anytime one uses the word Calvinism it must be defined.  It has many different meanings to many different people.  Another one equally weird was “Amortality: Forever Young” this is nothing new. It must have been taken from the medieval legend of the Holy Grail (The cup Jesus drank from at the Last Supper). It supposedly had miraculous powers. The problem with that is that it could only be revealed to a “pure knight”, which does not exist in the 21st century. It was also a myth of the Celtics and ancient fertility cults, etc. The timing of this, 1590, closely follows the time of Calvin; which was the age of cults. 

Several others have listed a different 10 ideas that may change the world. The editors of Time magazine obviously were not versed in Calvinism. The article must be discussed. Calvinism has been around 500 years and has never made a dent in anything. Not even in Calvin’s own hometown. The most creditable “Top Ten Trends of the Extreme Future” seems to be those of James Canton. These include: the energy crisis, global economy, the workforce, longevity of human life (This does not mean forever young. It would be more properly defined as forever old.), future science, security from criminals and terrorists, collision of cultures, global warming, individuality, and the future of America and China. Religion is not included in the top ten by Canton. It would actually be encouraging to believe that religion would be thought to have an effect on the future. A review of the decline of all religions in recent years makes that concept idiotic. I worry more about Time Magazines godlessness than I do about their stupidity. Even a superficial look reveals that modern nations are secular, even though many of them profess to believe in God.  The modern judges interpretation of our Constitution demands that our country be secular and it is becoming more so every day. It is unbelievable that a higher percentage of our clergy are secular. (I am sorry Time Magazine. Amen, which means, “So Be it.”) Newsweek magazine being more knowledgeable followed with a front-page of “The Decline and Fall of Christian America.” Calvinists seemed to be playing a part in the decline by their invasion of Biblical truths. Statistics show that the spread of Christianity has moved to Latin America. 

The Calvinists have clearly challenged Southern Baptist. They have said, “We are not going away!” Do you know what the number one mission field for Calvinism is? It is the Southern Baptist Convention first and the Southern Baptist people next. 

What’s in a name? My extensive study reveals that Calvin made his name evil. He fits the criteria for the diagnosis of a Psychopath. (“A mentally ill or unstable person. One who has lost contact with reality, and engages in abnormally aggressive and seriously irresponsible behaviour with little or no feelings of guilt.”) The written history of John Calvin dramatically reveals that he was a premeditated murderer, a heretic, a blasphemer, and a liar. He forced his beliefs by fear, punishment, terrorism, and had his own inquisition. He beheaded children and justified it with an extensive discussion of the Fifth Commandment. (“Honor thy father and thy mother.”) Calvin’s temper was described as “the wild beast of his wrath”. In my opinion Calvinism is a cult. Like all cults it has picked those things they want to believe and eliminated the others. By this they have created their own religion with the usual half-truths. They have reinterpreted the Scriptures in an unorthodox way, and used them in an orthodox way. It is a sinful “spiritualizing” exegesis. This is worse than the “Social Gospel” introduced in the nineteenth century. Calvin has been described as a later Pharisee whom Christ reprimanded because they did not know the Scriptures. 

Calvinists are increasingly coming out in the open. The president of one of our seminaries, who is a Calvinist, has been quoted in Time magazine recently and if true it is absolutely a “lie”. The seminary president as quoted said, “The moment someone begins to define God’s (being or actions) Biblically, that person is drawn to conclusions that are traditionally classified as Calvinist.” This statement is Biblically Illiterate! He says when one seeks God they find Calvinism! At the very least this is sacrilegious or gross irreverence. To me this is a dissent from Biblical dogma and is therefore heresy. We need to speak up and out against this man. He is dangerous to the minds of our young people. This is typical of Calvinists technique of playing god and speaking for us. (For those of you who do not like clear or strong words please insert in the place of “lie,” “a distortion of the truth”.) If you think my words are too strong, Calvin described his opponents as “riffraff, idiots, dogs, asses, pigs, stinking beasts, and apes of Luther.” (One can see why people named their dogs after Calvin. Some modern people name their religion after Calvin.) 

· First: Man’s brain cannot define God. The president missed Calvin’s own saying, “finitum non capax infinite.” (The finite is not capable of comprehending the infinite.) Only God can define God. The Calvinists have renamed God. They call Him “Sovereign”, which He is, but that it not His Name. Sovereign means chief, ruler, supreme power, authority, dominant, predominant, etc, which God is, but that is not His Name. The term “Sovereign” is not in the original language. The translators used what they called “dynamic equivalency” and added the term “sovereign”. When God was asked by Moses “What Is Your Name?” God answered, “I AM That I AM.” Translators struggle over how to translate this. The best meaning seems to be the “Self-Existent One” or the “One Always With You.” Elohim (Creator) is added to produce Yahweh Elohim. Yahweh translated LORD occurs 6,800 times in the Bible. Theologians speak of the “transcendence” of God. This means the “ultimate reality of God is unknowable.” To use the term “Sovereign” takes us one more translated step away from that which is unknowable and lowers God’s status.  The closest name for God is Yahweh Elohim. He is more than sovereign. I could refer to my wife as sovereign and chief, ruler, supreme power, authority and dominant over our home, but could not refer to her as God. He is Yahweh Elohim or LORD CREATOR. 

· Second: I have taught the Scriptures for over thirty-five years and have published a 704-page book Mysteries of the Southern Baptist Beliefs Revealed, on our Biblical beliefs as outlined by the The Baptist Faith and Message.  The conclusion that I have been drawn to is that Calvinism is a false belief that could only come from the devil and not from God’s Word.  (The belief that one baby is born for Hell and one for Heaven without a choice is beyond most people’s perception. However, Calvin had no new beliefs. Predestination was a belief 1000 years before Calvin. He was the copycat of all copycats.) The president uses the term “the moment”. If one calculates the number of “moments” in my thirty-five years of teaching God’s Word a whole book would not be big enough for all the zeroes that would have to be added. 

· Third: He insults academics when he says, “that are traditionally classified as Calvinists.” Calvin’s teachings are not tradition. They are Calvin’s teachings, which are well written. I have heard other highly educated, but ignorant people, define the Bible as traditional. The Bible is God’s Word. Calvin’s words are Calvin’s words. The Calvinists use a technique that is treacherous for the average man or causal reader. I read several times Calvin’s most famous 1700 page publication known as the “Institutes of the Christian Religion.” When I studied each page and checked references I noted that it is full of half-truths and these half–truths become false beliefs. Calvin used the term “Christ” 2,233 times and used it on one page fourteen times. The problem is that he used the name of Christ to support his half-truths. He appeared to be handicapped because he could not speak English. He never met Luther face to face. The reform movements including Luther and Calvin seem to have taken their inspirations more from Paul than from Jesus. True Christianity is centered in Jesus not in Paul. This is the story of Calvinism. (These half-truths may even inspire the casual reader.) “The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul:…the statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart”…(Psalms 19:7,8) There is not one thing in Calvinism that “rejoices the heart.” 

There is another comment, which is a distortion of truth. He says, “Among Southern Baptists there is a competing non-Calvinist camp.” This is one of those intellectual techniques referred to as verbal trickery. Since 90% of Southern Baptists are not Calvinist, this statement should be that the Calvinists are a non-dominant camp invading and trying to compete with an original or parent group.  Another subtle stupid statement that deceives the average person is, “Indeed, some of today’s (Calvinists) enthusiasts imply that non-Calvinists may actually not be Christians.” This statement motivates a lie or distortion of the truth because he knows better what this statement implies. The “Today’s Calvinist”, of which he is one, believe that all non-elected people who think they are Christians go to Hell. They think all unelected people go to Hell whether they are Christians or not. Since he brought this up, do you think Calvin was a Christian? Calvin reports his “sudden” conversion as “God subdued and brought my mind to a teachable frame. Having received some taste and knowledge of true godliness and I was inflamed with a desire to make progress therein, that although I did not altogether leave off other duties.” This has been discussed extensively in the historical literature. Many of us who have heard numerous testimonies of personal conversions consider this questionable. This sounds to me like when Paul gave his most dramatic conversion to King Agrippa who said to Paul, “Almost thou perusadest me to be a Christian.” Calvin does not persuade me at all, except to suggest that he was like King Agrippa. There is not one word in Calvin’s report of his conversion about being a sinner, a need for forgiveness, or anything to suggest being “born again.” The only baptism of Calvin was just after his birth. This statement also ignores the concept that many Calvinists who think they are elected may actually not be elected. The Calvinist are like the Muslims in that they will not know whether or not they will go to Heaven or Hell until they get there. (The Muslims also believe in predestination.) There are other negative possibilities for a person who believes in Calvinism. I have heard the “god playing” answer “that they don’t exist”. 

The statement of “online flame wars bode badly” is made. He did not define that, but it reminds one that since the printing press and man began to read and think for himself Christians have called each other heretics and fought and killed each other more than Muslims and Christians have fought each other. This has forced a careful study of one’s beliefs and that is a major good result of almost any controversy.  This is the 500th birthday of John Calvin and also the 150th birthday of Southern Seminary. One can be sure that there will be celebrations there for both groups. I have met Calvinists who seem to have forgotten that this is the 2000 plus anniversary of the birth of Jesus. One must note that 30% of their students are Calvinists. Because this figure is repeatedly quoted one must suspect more verbal trickery as to whether or not the author is bragging (advertising) or complaining, since the statement itself is non-committal.  One also must note that the leadership in the Southern Baptist Convention contains Calvinists and at least one of the editors of a Southern Baptist state paper is a Calvinist. This confirms that they have infiltrated Southern Baptists at the national, educational, state, and some local church levels. Recently a well-known Southern Baptist minister said to me, “This is the most serious problem facing Southern Baptists today.” Calvinism is ignored by our current leadership. 

It is interesting that Hegesippus (180 A.D.) who is probably the “earliest Christian writer since the Acts of the Apostles” called the “church as yet a virgin, for it was not yet corrupted by vain discourses.” But, since the Apostles, wicked false teachers have been an enemy of truth and the salvation of men. 

My latest book “Calvin, the Psychopath”, which refutes Biblically the beliefs of Calvinism is expected to be available in May 2009. These are too extensive for this letter. I will make a few comments to reveal the Biblical problem when dealing with Calvinists. Biblically they are the worst fanatics and aggressively are weak-kneed. One cannot argue with a fanatic. A fanatic does not hear you when you talk. The weak- kneed just slip into your organization. John 3:16 states,  “For God so loved the world…” The Calvinists change this to “God so loved the elect…” Calvinism cancels Jesus’ words, “Ye must be born again.” Since they teach one is selected (elected, predestined) for Heaven or Hell before they are physically born the concept of “spiritual rebirth” is not necessary. To the Calvinists, man is passive without any will or ability to do anything good until God changes his heart. They deny that God created man as He did Adam and Eve with a free-will. Note that God forgave them and made them clothes. God described their future to them and they became godly people.  The Calvinist describes a “holy volition” or God turning some men from sin to God, which is their salvation. God then leaves all other men to go to Hell with a “holy volition.” (God’s choice) The Calvinist god who selects one for good and one for evil before they are born is a variant of Freudian psychiatry or perhaps it is an exchange of Genesis for Darwin. I would hate to have to explain this to Jesus when I meet Him. (A medical joke is, “It is certainly possible that Calvin’s mother “dropped “ him on his head when he was a baby.”)  God’s grace as defined by Calvin does not cancel Jesus words or His atoning death for all men. Calvinists think that at least half of the people of the world will go to Hell because Jesus did not die for those not elected. 

My book describes how Calvin’s commentary on the Psalms destroys the truths and the beauty of the 23rd Psalm. When I read it I had a painful feeling in my chest that here was an educated man that missed the love, comfort, security, promises, and beauty of the favorite of the Psalms. Calvin gave the 23rd Psalm a negative meaning. Calvin did not understand the love of God for all His creation. This is only one of many examples of Calvin’s distortion of the meaning of God’s Word. 

One cannot argue or build bridges with anyone who distorts the meaning of God’s Word.  The only solution is to rid our churches and our convention of those with that belief. Take a stand! It is simple.  Calvinism does not teach what Jesus taught. This should end the concept of “Building Bridges.” Don’t avoid controversy. The Apostles certainly did not. They were crucified and “sawed” in half for their beliefs. They could have avoided death by keeping their mouths shut. Which group are you in? Do you live peaceably for the world or are you willing to die for your faith in Jesus? Let them go or send them their own way. B.H. Carroll, a pioneer of Southern Baptists, a famous professor of Bible and a founder and first president of the Southwestern Theological Seminary said, “He who does not believe in the atoning death of Jesus on the Cross as setting mankind free from sin and death should not be retained as a preacher or even as a church member. I am sure that this would empty thousands of pulpits and hundreds of professor chairs in Christian schools. This depleting would amount to a great revival.” (This was based on I John 2 and 3 in his Interpretation of the English Bible, Chapter 27, pp.314, 315, 1978.) 

Our church would not employ anyone who teaches Calvinism. I (for one only) would not be a member of a church that did otherwise. My study reveals that strict Calvinism runs people out of churches (It is out of step with God and most people.) and severely limits evangelism. “Calvinists appear to enter autonomous churches, displace their ministers, indict their doctrines, and in general invalidate their faith.”(H.L. McBeth) Loyalty to anything is not taught in this modern age. There is no loyalty to family, churches, denominations, or county, etc. Statistics show that Protestants are shifting from church to church. There is no loyalty of the Scriptures. Our Biblically illiterate children have been raised up by Biblically illiterate parents. We have not been teaching the Scriptures in an academic way and have not done so for seventy-five years that I know of.  This is not an isolated problem, 10% of Southern Baptist preachers confess to be Calvinist. It is known that many preachers trained in our seminaries are now preaching in other denominations. There is a strong nationally known Southern Baptist Calvinist church in Sarasota, Florida. A national leadership group of Calvinists (The Founder’s Ministries) is headquartered in Cape Coral, Florida. This independent group is trying to invade Southern Baptists. (They are hungry like an aggressive west Texas rattlesnake.) 

A senior Tampa Presbyterian minister wrote me a critical letter saying, “Calvinism is the Gospel.” He never mentioned the good news of Jesus Christ. I believe he had the “insane” hope of converting me from Christ to Calvinism. 

A lawyer in Tampa, Florida has published a book entitled, “A Quiet Revolution in the Southern Baptist Convention”. I ask our leaders, “Why is it quiet”?

According to Christianity Today April 2009, page 13, “Commotion arose in February over reports that Calvinists teaching at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, might be in danger of losing their jobs.” The director of the Calvinist Founders Network, which aims to encourage Baptists to accept Calvinist principles, said that this would not be the “last” opportunity for “Baptists to get up in arms.” We are directly challenged! You see, this is not just a local problem. It is nationwide! Calvinists have enough people to form their own convention or group just as the liberal Cooperative Baptist Fellowship did several years ago. Why do 10% of our members want to change our beliefs? Answer this for yourself, but the only reason I can think of, is that they are an “instrument of the devil.” God is using the Calvinists to test us. 

Morality according to the available records of the Council in Geneva show that it was not improved after Calvin’s evil terror. There were persistent high percentages of illegitimate children, abandoned infants, forced marriages, and sentences to death. Calvin’s son-in-law and stepdaughter were condemned for adultery. He put adulterers to death except when it occurred twice in his own family. Calvin, and other fanatics, did away with Christmas. Calvinists want us to “purify” our churches by “kicking out” those who don’t give any money or rarely attend church. They seem to think that our church rolls are the same as in the Book that God keeps in Heaven. Calvinists consistently “play god”. Since the beginning various religious groups such as Calvinism and particularly the Catholic Church have tried to exercise an authority over men. We should recognize only God as our authority. 

Calvin wanted to be buried in an unmarked grave. (By this act he insulted himself and his parents.) The specific spot of his burial in the Cemetery of the King’s in Geneva is not known, but a stone marks the suspected space. However, in March 2009, Griselidis Real, a well known prostitute who died in 2005 and, who campaigned for the rights and dignity of sex workers was given an honorary place in the same cemetery as Calvin in the presence of 200 people. Her grave is marked. She was a believer in what she did. Calvin knew he was hated and feared. He did not believe even in himself as teaching the truth. Calvin’s work in Geneva is dead. The long-term effect of Calvinism in Geneva is nil! (Nothing) Durant says, “Calvin darkened the human soul with the most absurd and blasphemous conceptions of God in all the long and horrible history of nonsense.” 

Calvinism replaces God’s love and our ability to choose Him with a “slave mentality.” During the time of Calvin (sixth century) Muslims experienced a rapid growth. It is important to note that the persecution of Christians by the Romans was not against their religion as such or an attempt to eliminate their religion as such. It was because they would not worship the Emperor or be a part of Roman politics and society. If they had been willing to even fake worship to the Emperor they could have remained Christians. Calvin’s persecutions were to try to force people into his rules of his religion. One can make a good case that Calvin stymied the religion of his time in his own locality.  His students who were mostly immigrants forced out of their country and who did not even speak the local (Swiss) language later left Geneva and spread his teachings to other parts of the world. Historical evidence clearly shows that the center of Calvinism died in Geneva and moved out of Switzerland. There is no center now unless it is Cape Coral, Florida or Louisville, Kentucky. 

True Christianity offers salvation based on knowledge of God’s love and the proofs of the life, and the death, and the resurrection of Jesus as reconciliation with God for all mankind. Calvinism emphasizes the religion itself over God as noted in their 5 pillars of beliefs.  This is true with many non-Christian religions. Some do not even emphasize a divinity at all. Calvinism recognizes God as Sovereign, but by Biblical definition that lowers the true position of God. I have noted that when one hears the word “sovereign” in a speech or sermon, it is likely by a Calvinist. 

The Calvinists are aggressive and critical writers and the non-Calvinists are not. I am an exception and I am a layman. (“Of all things” as my grandmother would say.) Calvinists by being aggressive are in the news and thus with some groups have become a spokesman. 

Calvinism is so far advanced with aggressive leadership that it may be that only God can turn it around, and I believe He will.  He has always done this with man-made upstart religions. In 1983, a national conference of Southern Baptist Calvinists was held in Memphis, my hometown. In these 23 years, spurts of these heretics have popped up and down. There are several leaders that are fighting Calvinism such as Vines, Patterson, Stanley, etc. They, in my opinion, even though they aggressively condemn Calvinism as not being the teachings of Jesus, they have not actively tried to eliminate them from Southern Baptist life. There are others who take a pacifying neutral position. (To clarify this those are the “do nothings and seemingly believe nothings.” This is a philosophy learned from gang warfare. When the fights start many will turn and hide. When the fights are over they put on their black leather identifying jackets again.) In 1528 during the time of Civil war in the Cantons of Switzerland Zwingli, Bullinger, Waldstettes, and Calvin every man lost his heart for war when it started to rain. (D’Aubigne) One previous president of the Southern Baptist Convention said, “I could appoint a 5 point Calvinist to a national committee, but I would not go beyond the Baptist Faith and Message.” This is peculiar (political) since the Baptist Faith and Message does not address Calvinism. He has since proven to be a good non-controversial politician and now has a political appointment. His only legacy is that he traveled around the country preaching to preachers that they should be “sweet to each other.” (My translation of what he did.) Another president when asked what should be done about Calvinism said, “Don’t worry about them, and just ignore them.” He verifies this in his excellent 10 declarations for “Great Commission Resurgence.” These “dreams” are wonderful, but declarations V and VI  (Healthy Confessional Centers and Biblically Healthy churches) are automatically eliminated because Calvinists and non-Calvinists do not agree on what is healthy. These declarations ignore Calvinism, which cannot be ignored since they have directly challenged us! The Calvinists also think they are part of the Great Commission. To accomplish these good declarations Calvinism must be eliminated from Southern Baptists. It is certain to come up again at the Southern Baptist Convention meeting of all places in Louisville in June. The religious politicians, and there are many, like to get a vote and a dollar even if it is from a Calvinist. 

My main life’s goal in my twilight years has been to develop a program that would eliminate Biblical Illiteracy among Baptists. In my opinion if we had educated our young people with academic methods of Bible study we would not have the problem of Calvinism today, as well as many of our other problems. All of our Baptist leaders admit Biblical Illiteracy among Baptist today, but there has been no effort that could be classified as acceptable to professional academics. The methods of teaching the Bible are well known even in our secular schools but are not used in our churches or Sunday schools. (God has sidetracked me with the Calvinism issue. I have spent 10-14 hours a day for months to complete extensive research on Calvin and Calvinism.)

We must take a stand.  Do you want your children to be taught that some of them are elected by God to go to Hell without their choice? They will not be able to sing, “Jesus loves me!” When Calvin was asked why God does this he answered, “So God can show His glory.” That is not only crazy, but seems to prorate to the unpardonable sin against the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 12:31) To many people the beliefs of Calvinism suggest a “moral insufficiency” of “God and man.” God, our Creator, did not create a baby to go to Hell. With this, how can one relate “divine predestination” with the “reality of evil”? The Calvinists say God creates us to go to Hell before we are born and then says, “We get what we deserve.” To show how stupid this is the Calvinists do not agree on whether God decided on predestination before or after “the fall.”  It is also heresy. God “does not repay according to our sins”. (Psalms 103:10) God does not charge us because of our sins, but because we do not believe in Him. This is clear throughout the Bible. It is hard for me to understand how even a casual reader of the Bible could miss this. If God charged us for our sins we would all be in hell. 

“Building Bridges” with heretics is wrong. Arguing with them is useless. What should we do? Love them, but do not worship with them. Love them, but do not love what they do! (Psalms 139) Pray that they will be converted to the one and only true salvation available to all men, women, and children of all races and nations, but when you get up off your knees be a leader and help us get rid of all Calvinists. We must stand up and protect God’s Word and the benefits of Jesus’ death to us and our children. 

The solution to the mysteries of Christ was providing the Scriptures to all the people (Wycliff), to all the plow boys (Tyndale), and an anchor that saves (Erasmus). They are turning over in their graves knowing we have the Scriptures and cannot get their meaning. Erasmus said, “A spiritual temple must be raised in Christians. A glance at the traditions of man is disdainful. It is not from human reservoirs, fetid with stagnant waters, that we should draw the doctrine of salvation; but from the pure and abundant streams that flow from the heart of God.” 

Respectfully to true believers, but not to the enemies of God, 

Amen (As properly interpreted means, “so be it.”)

“Admiral” Joe

 May 2009

